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The Lighthouse
President’s Message 
Dear Florida Fellows, 
 
Now that the New Year is upon us, I would 
like to take this opportunity to update the 
Florida Fellows on the activities of the 
Chapter since my last Message and to 
address  what we hope to accomplish in the 
upcoming first quarter of 2017. 
 
As many of you have noticed, we have 
completely revamped and updated our 
website.  We have included “Frequently 
Asked Questions” so that people happening 
upon the website can have basic information 
provided to them, and have also provided 
articles dealing with more complex legal 
issues for other attorneys. I cannot thank 
Kristin Adamson enough for agreeing to 
Chair our website committee, supervising and 
editing those Fellows who have submitted 

articles.  I hope to have the website committee included as a standing committee 
for the Florida Chapter. 

In addition, we will be offering a webinar to the Florida Fellows to assist those of 
us who need help using social media to promote our practices.  A date of 
February 28, 2017 has been scheduled from 11:45 am to 1 pm. E-mail reminders 
will be sent reminding you as the time approaches.  In addition, research has 
been done by Kevin Cate and his firm which has assisted in making 
recommendations as to marketing and public relations the Chapter can do to 
elevate our brand.  We will be providing additional information based on the 
recommendations provided to assist the Chapter in moving forward.  
 
John Schutz and his committee (Future of the Institute) will continue to work on 
making recommendations for the Institute moving forward and we hope to have a 
report by the end of this quarter.   
 
Mark Sessums has been working tirelessly to finalize the details for the upcoming 
Institute.  The Speaker’s schedule is all in place and we are looking forward to a 
successful Institute for 2017 to be held in Orlando at the JW Marriott Grande 
Lakes, a sister property to The Ritz-Carlton, on May 4- 6, 2017. 
 
The Seattle Retreat was a resounding success.  Take a look at the website for 
photos if you were unable to attend.  I strongly encourage all of the Fellows to 
consider attendance at the retreat next year as this is one of the most wonderful 
bonding experiences for the Chapter Fellows. 
  
I look forward to reaching our goals for the first quarter and reporting back to you 
in the second quarter prior to the end of my term.  I truly hope we are able to 
accomplish everything we set out to do. 
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 Please consider the environment before prin ng this newsle er 

Upcoming Events 

January 27 ‐ 28, 2017—Marital & Family Law Review Course 
  Loews Royal Pacific Hotel, Orlando, Florida 
 

March 13 ‐ 17, 2017—2017 AAML Mid‐Year Mee ng 
  JW Marrio  Desert Ridge Resort & Spa, Phoenix, AZ  
 

May 4 ‐ 6, 2017—39th Annual Ins tute 
  JW Marrio  Grande Lakes, Orlando, Florida  
 

November 7 ‐ 11, 2017—AAML Annual Mee ng 
  Renaissance Chicago, Chicago, IL  
 

March 11 ‐ 17, 2018—Mid‐Year Mee ng 
  Grand Wailea Resort, Maui, Hawaii  
 

May 3 ‐ 5, 2018—40th Annual Ins tute 
  TBD, Orlando, Florida  

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

The 2017 webinars have not yet been released.  Keep an eye out for upcoming webinars by visiting 

our Florida Chapter website:  www.AAMLFlorida.org. 

President’s Message cont’d 

Wishing you, your families, and your practices much happiness and success in 2017! 
 
NATALIE S. LEMOS 
President, Florida Chapter,  
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers 

KUDOS AND TIDBITS 

Congratulations to N. Diane Holmes!  Diane is the #1 fundraiser for Central Florida’s Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk for 2016.  She surpassed her goal of $20,000.00. 

Fellows please keep us informed about happenings in your lives.  Contact N. Diane Holmes at (407) 843-1744 
or by email at LA1@ndhpa.com. 
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Marital & Family Law Review Course 

January 27 - 28, 2017 
Loews Royal Pacific Hotel 

Orlando, Florida 
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To reserve a room, call the Loews Royal Pacific Resort at 1-866-360-7395 or reserve online. Be sure to 

reference Marital and Family Law Review Course to receive the group rate. The room block rate of 

$199/night begins January 21, 2017 and continues through February 2, 2017. 

There are also a limited number of rooms available for Thursday and Friday evenings at Sapphire Falls 

at the reduced rate of $179/night, without the ExpressPass benefit. Sapphire Falls is a new Loews 

property connected to the Royal Pacific Convention space with a covered and air conditioned 

walkway. Please note: This option does not include ExpressPass to the Universal theme parks.  

The deadline for reservations was January 4, 2017 or until all of the rooms are sold out.  Visit the 

Florida Chapter website to view the event schedule. 



       The  Lighthouse          Page 5 



Florida Chapter 39th Annual Institute 

May  3 - 6, 2017 
JW Marriott Grande Lakes 

Orlando, Florida 
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The AAML Florida Chapter 39th Annual Institute will be held at the JW Marriott Grande Lakes. 

The Institute is the premiere continuing education opportunity for family law attorneys in Florida 

providing advanced CLE in Marital & Family Law 

To reserve a room at the rate of $239/night, call Grande Lakes Orlando at 1-800-266-9432 or 

reserve online by visiting the Florida Chapter website.   

Come learn from the best and enjoy networking opportunities with Florida’s top family law 

attorneys, CPAs and Judges 
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FLORIDA PROGRAM RECEIVES FOUNDATION GRANTS 

Lee’s Place in Tallahassee has received 
two grants from the AAML Foundation: 
Home for the Heart for Divorcing and 
Separating Families, and Domestic 
Violence Trauma Therapy.  

Lee’s Place has been providing loss and 
trauma therapy for over 16 years. 
Therapists work one on one with clients 
who are experiencing debilitating 
symptoms following a life changing event.  
Through caring and experienced therapy 
they can regain feelings of safety and 
wholeness again, reentering their life in 
healthy ways.  The types of loss served 
include divorce and separation, crime and 
accidents, domestic violence or abuse, 
suicide or homicide, or being a witness to 
any of these, as is often the case with child 
clients. All of these events have the ability to seriously affect a family’s financial circumstances, so Lee’s Place 
offers a sliding fee scale to ensure everyone can get help when they need it most. Serving all ages beginning at 4 
years old, Lee’s Place continues to show the value of therapy on not only the client, but the ripple effect through 
their family, friends, classmates, and coworkers.   

Children and families of divorce present with unique needs as they determine the new rules. Even in amicable 
separations, children now have two homes, two sets of rules, and sometimes two entirely new families. They are 
often concerned about the role they played in the break-up and worry about the parent who is being left.  They 
can be unintentionally placed in adult responsibility roles which can have negative impacts on their 
developmental growth. Therapy helps them to understand what their focus should be. Co-parenting is a vital part 
of this therapy and makes a significant impact in the success of the newly formed family units moving forward in 
healthy ways. 

Domestic Violence Trauma Therapy can be truly lifesaving. The impacts of violence in the home are well 
documented as the cause of lifetime illnesses; emotional, mental, and physical. Children are at the greatest risk.  
They are put into the role of protector as well as victim. They lose their sense of trust in the world when their 
home life is frightening and unsafe. This lack of trust leads to extremely dangerous behavior in children and 
adolescents as they seek to find comfort anywhere. Drugs, truancy, promiscuity, crime, school dropout, and run-
aways are the most common results but prison and death can become the next steps. Trauma therapy teaches 
how to keep oneself safe, how to get help, what are unhealthy behaviors and relationships, and how to move 
forward with a better sense of self and safety. 

These grants change not only the lives of the individual receiving therapy. They change the future as patterns are 
changed, and a deeper understanding of family, self, and community are learned.  



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Fundraiser Gala 2016 

AAML Florida Chapter fellows support the 10th Annual JDRF Imagine 
Gala.  Caryn Green and her husband, Douglas Neway, were this year’s 
honorees. 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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Thomas Sasser being sworn in as AAML Secretary. 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   AAML Annual Meeting            Chicago, IL          November 1-5, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   AAML Annual Meeting            Chicago, IL          November 1-5, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   AAML Annual Meeting            Chicago, IL        November 1-5, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   AAML Annual Meeting            Chicago, IL          November 1-5, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   Golden Evening at the Heartland Ball           Chicago, IL    November 4, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 

       The  Lighthouse          Page 15 

   Hamilton              Chicago, IL          November 1-5, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   Hamilton              Chicago, IL          November 1-5, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   Cubs Victory Parade           Chicago, IL             November 4, 2016 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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NORMAN D. LEVIN 

By: JJ Dahl 
I was delighted to hear I had been assigned to interview Norman Levin 
for this newsletter.  Norm is one of my family law heroes.  I came into 
family law maturity under his tutelage, after all he was a lecturer for the 
board certification review course for 11 years.  I still refer to my notes 
from his lecture on the top 10 equitable distribution cases the year I sat 
for the test.  His was the first power point presentation I had ever seen - I 
was in alimony awe. 
 
I am especially thankful for his advice to get active in the family law 
section and join the Academy.  His persistent recruiting paid off, and for 
that, I am forever grateful.  
 
Norman was born and raised in Maryland.  He was the varsity 
quarterback his junior and senior years of high school and he played 
baseball too. Though athletic, he also wrote and acted in his high school 
plays.  He loved school and theatre – still does; he is a lifelong learner.  
One of his most memorable creations is a play he wrote in college.  He 
says it was a remarkable experience, the catharsis of eleven years of his 
life in summer camp as a participant, counselor and, ultimately, a director.  
I know next time I see him I am buying him a drink and asking about his 
summer camp days.  By the way, he says his play is terrible.   
 
After law school, Norman started an LL.M. tax program at George 
Washington University but did not finish.  Instead he yielded to the call to 

come back to Florida.  A call which, coincidently, came mid-vacation in Florida while visiting a fraternity brother.   He 
had gone to undergraduate school at the University of Miami and returned home to Maryland to attend and complete 
law school.  Day three of his vacation he interviewed, day four he had a job.  
 
It was 1977 and that was his first Florida job.  He was a prosecutor for several years before he jumped ship to 
become the chief trial attorney for the 18th Circuit Public Defender’s Office.  Who could blame him?   His friend had 
been elected Public Defender and offered him the opportunity to run the Sanford office.  Now you can understand 
why it was Norman who created the Seminole County Juvenile Arbitration Program - the same program that became 
the model of today’s juvenile JASP program.   
 
Speaking of models and starting programs, the software we now know as DPA (Divorce Power Analyzer) was 
authored by Norman.  He started it as Mediator 2.0.  When child support guidelines were first introduced, it would 
take twenty minutes to an hour just to fill out a worksheet.  There were no standard forms yet, let alone software 
programs.  Using the skills and knowledge he picked up from his Economics undergraduate degree and minor in Math, 
Norman went about creating a better system.   He became obsessed and would wake at 3 am to work in his hallway 
on an XT home computer.  While the software was in its making, a mediator told him if he added expenses to the 
program, it would be perfect.  He added expenses and viola, a child support, financial affidavit, and eventually 
equitable distribution software was born.  
 
What else has Norm started?  FAMSEG.  Twenty some years later, what Norman started as a weekly email update to 
his friends on the latest family law cases from Florida Law Weekly, is still a Section publication connecting us all across 
the Internet. 
 
 
                                                                                  (con’t on next page) 



Our Fearless Leader. 
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   (con’t from previous page) 

 
Are these the things he is most proud of?  No.  As far as work, he is most proud of his actual cases and client work.   
Examples of the culmination of his work include Beers and Zold.   
 
These work accomplishments pale in comparison to his pride in his family.  He and Marlene will have been married 37 
years this coming March.  His parents were married 71 years before his Dad passed.  His Mom, 95 years old, lives 
minutes from him.  In fact, his three children and five grandchildren all live within 15 minutes of him.   How blessed is 
he!   
 
And how blessed are we?  Norm has served the Florida Bar for forty years.  He served on the Executive Council of the 
Family Law Section from 1994-2003 and was Section Chair in 2001-2002.   He has been board certified in marital 
and family law since 1990 and a Fellow with the Academy since 1994.  He served on the Board of the Florida 
Chapter of the Academy for four years and has taught at six of its annual institutes on a variety of topics.  Norman 
was honored with the Section’s Making a Difference Award for the pro bono family law clinic he started at the 
Seminole County Bar Legal Aid.  Initially he, then one of his associate attorneys, would spend three hours a week 
doing pro bono family law consults and assisting with self-help forms (yes, you read that correctly – three hours a 
week!).  The clinic is still going and, even though he has down sized his practice, he still volunteers monthly.  
 
Does anyone remember the Trial of the 21st Century CLE that he and Jeff Wasserman chaired back at the beginning 
of the century?  You remember, back when all our seminars were live?  With the help of William and Mary Law 
School, Norman and Jeff showed us how scanners, computers and projector screens would be part of “futuristic” trials.  
Wow, were they right or what?    
 
What advice does Norman offer us today?  Get every piece of education you can; learn to treat other lawyers as 
friends; do not take on the personality of your client; if the client has been to multiple lawyers – beware; if the client 
presents as not easy to work with, think twice about taking the client and do not take a case you cannot completely 
handle (or, if you do, associate with an experienced lawyer for that case).     
 
You have made the practice and profession better Norman, and for that, we thank you.   
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ACADEMY FOUNDATION—LIFETIME MEMBERS 
 Jesse J. Bennett   Winter Haven, FL 

 Caroline Black Sikorske  Tampa, FL 

 Gordon C. Brydger   Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 Alexander Caballero   Tampa, FL 

 Jorge Cestero    Palm Beach, FL 

 J.J. Dahl    Clermont, FL 

 Lawrence C. Datz   Jacksonville, FL 

 Laura Davis Smith   Cora Gables, FL 

 Reuben A. Doupe   Naples, FL 

 Marsha B. Elser   Miami, FL 

 Dori Foster-Morales   Miami, FL 

 James T. Friedman   Islamorada, FL 

 Melinda P. Gamot   Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

 Carmen R. Gillett   Sarasota, FL 

 Peter L. Gladstone   Boca Raton, FL 

 Caryn M. Green   Orlando, FL 

 Cynthia L. Greene   Miami, FL 

 Kenneth A. Gordon   Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 Martin L. Haines, III  North Palm Beach, FL 

 Judith Hodor    Miami, FL 

 N. Diane Holmes   Orlando, FL 

 Joseph D. Hunt   Tampa, FL 

 Lewis Kapner    West Palm Beach, FL 

 Mitchell K. Karpf   Weston, FL 

 Ann Loughridge Kerr  Clearwater, FL 

 Natalie S. Lemos   South Miami, FL 

 John E. Long, Jr.   Naples, FL  

 David Manz    Marathon, FL 

            (Con’t on Next Page) 
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ACADEMY FOUNDATION—LIFETIME MEMBERS 
 Miriam E. Mason   Tampa, FL 

 Ashely McCorvey Myers  Tampa, FL 

 Shannon L. Novey   Tallahassee, FL 

 Yueh-Mei Kim Nutter  Boca Raton, FL 

 Elisha D. Roy    West Palm Beach, FL 

 Donald J. Sasser   West Palm Beach, FL 

 Thomas J. Sasser   West Palm Beach, FL 

 John F. Schutz   West Palm Beach, FL 

 Mark A. Sessums   Lakeland, FL 

 Stephen W. Sessums   Tampa, FL 

 Bonnie Sockel-Stone   Miami, FL 

 Roberta G. Stanley    Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 Richard D. West   Orlando, FL 

 Ralph T. White, Jr.   West Palm Beach, FL 

 If you are a Lifetime Member that is not listed here, please contact the editor, N. Diane Holmes, 
at: LA1@ndhpa.com. 
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       2016 — 2017 Committees 

 
AMICUS: Cynthia Greene (Chair). 
 
CHARITABLE GIVING: Elaine Duggar (Chair); 
Stann Givens; Melinda Gamot. 
 
CERTIFICATION REVIEW LIAISON:   
Jorge Cestero. 
 
INSTITUTE: Mark Sessums (Chair); Elisha Roy; 
Caryn Green; Thomas Duggar; Reuben Doupe; Joe 
Hunt. 
 
JURIST OF THE YEAR:  Elaine Duggar (Chair); 
Jack Long; Lawrence Datz. 
 
LEGISLATION:  Elisha Roy (Chair); Jack Long; 
David Manz; Thomas Duggar; Shannon Novey. 
 
FUTURE OF THE INSTITUTE: John Schutz
(Chair); Roberta Stanley; Peter Gladstone; Gordon 
Brydger.  
 
 

 
NEW MEMBER RECRUITING:  Caroline Black-
Sikorske (Co-Chair); Bob Sidweber (Co-Chair); 
Lawrence Datz; Elliott Zisser; Karen Weintraub; Ken 
Gordon; Carmen Gillett; JJ Dahl; Alex Caballero.   
 
NEWSLETTER: N. Diane Holmes (Chair); Laura 
Davis Smith; Karen Weintraub; JJ Dahl. 
 
NOMINATING:  Peter Gladstone (Chair); Mickey 
Cummings; Roberta Stanley; Richard West; Jack 
Long. 
 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS:  Peter Gladstone 
(Chair); Mitch Karpf; Bob Sidweber; John Schutz; 
Jonathan Root; Shannon Novey; Ashley McCorvey 
Myers; Caryn Green (Alternate 1);  Joe Hunt 
(Alternate 2).  
 
WEBINAR:  Reuben Doupe (Co-Chair); Shannon 
Novey (Co-Chair); RT White; Ashley McCorvey 
Myers; Joe Hunt. 


