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The Lighthouse 

President’s Message 

It is with great pleasure that I assume the presidency 

of the Florida Chapter of the American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers. My Fellowship with the Acade-

my has been tremendously rewarding over the years 

and is possibly the most worthwhile organization to 

which I belong. The Academy continues to be on the 

front line for educating practitioners to the highest 

level; providing a great resource for ideas and net-

working; promoting the welfare of children during 

divorce; and developing long lasting friendships with 

the best and brightest in our field.  I am delighted to 

be at the helm for this upcoming year. 

Thanks to Jorge Cestero and his committee for an excellent Institute this past April. It was 

well attended and the evaluations and comments were all excellent. Having said that, the 

Chapter is currently facing some great challenges and of course with those challenges 

come great opportunities.  Over the past two years the Chapter has begun taking steps to 

dramatically change the format of the Institute to make it more unique and to provide a 

more interesting and better product.  The Institute will now change locations each year to 

an exciting and exclusive venue, and the length will be shortened. The Chapter has also 

sought additional sources of revenue and the three year contract for the operation of the 

financial responsibilities of the Family Law Section Board Certification Review Course has 

proved to be a boon to both the Section and to the Chapter.  This contract currently lasts 

through 2014. Richard West has a new committee this year to evaluate and create a new 

Webinar series for the Chapter. Online CLE’s may be the wave of the future and we need 

to tap into this possible revenue source as well as bring our expertise to the family law 

community. As with anything new, these changes will demand a lot of work and planning, 

however, it is hoped that the benefit of all this creative thinking will be to keep the Chap-

ter growing and moving into the future. It is important that the Chapter stay relevant in 

Florida and one of my goals is not only financial security but also for the Chapter to be 

able to contribute to charitable educational funding as in past years. 

I would also like to note that the Annual Fellows Retreat is coming up in September at the 

Ritz Carlton Amelia Island. I hope that as many of you come as possible. It is fairly easy 

access to Amelia Island for almost everyone in Florida, and September is a beautiful time 

(Continued on page 2) 
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in North Florida. Former Justice Major Harding has agreed to speak at our CLE and he is not to be missed. I look forward to 

seeing you and your families.   

Shortly after the Retreat, in November it will be time to head to Chicago for the Annual National Academy meeting.  The time 

frames of the meeting have changed this year and it will be necessary to go up a day earlier than usual. We plan to have our 

Florida Fellows group lunch again this year and it will probably be on Thursday, November 3, 2011.  Mark your calendars.  

Looking forward to a great year!! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Upcoming Events 

September 15—17, 2011—AAML Florida Fall Retreat 
 Ritz Carlton, Amelia Island, FL   

November 1– 4, 2011 — AAML National Annual Meeting 
 Renaissance Hotel, Chicago, IL 

January 27 - 28, 2012—Family Law Certification Review 
 Loews Royal Pacific Resort, Orlando, FL   

May 3 - 5, 2012—AAML Florida 34th Annual Meeting 
 Rosen Shingle Creek, Orlando, FL   

November 29 - December 2, 2012—AAML Florida Winter Retreat 
 Ritz Carlton, Bachelor Gulch, CO   

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Michele Kane Cummings!  Effective July 1, 2011, Michele Kane Cummings, a Florida Bar Foundation board member 

since 2002, became president of The Florida Bar Foundation.  We are proud of her. 

 
In The Florida Bar News, “Cummings leads the Foundation”, immediate past Foundation President John A. Noland said, “I am confi-

dent that the Foundation will benefit greatly from Michele Cummings’ leadership as it moves forward.”  To read the full article, click 

on the link below: 

http://www.floridabar.org/DIVCOM/JN/jnnews01.nsf/cb53c80c8fabd49d85256b5900678f6c/1bc8116af3cc9ed4852578c50055d00a!
OpenDocument&Highlight=0,michele,cummings* 

http://www.floridabar.org/DIVCOM/JN/jnnews01.nsf/cb53c80c8fabd49d85256b5900678f6c/1bc8116af3cc9ed4852578c50055d00a!OpenDocument&Highlight=0,michele,cummings*
http://www.floridabar.org/DIVCOM/JN/jnnews01.nsf/cb53c80c8fabd49d85256b5900678f6c/1bc8116af3cc9ed4852578c50055d00a!OpenDocument&Highlight=0,michele,cummings*
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Florida Fall Retreat 
 

September  15 — 17, 2011 
Ritz-Carlton 
Amelia Island, FL 
 

Hotel reservations may be made now  
by calling (800) 241-3333.   
 
Reference AAML and receive our 
group rate of $199/night.  

 
Former Justice Major Harding will be speaking at the Retreat.   Register now and 
plan to have a good time. 

PLAN AHEAD AND SAVE THE DATE 
 

Florida Winter Retreat 
November 29 - December 2, 2012 
Ritz Carlton, Bachelor Gulch, CO   



Our Fearless Leader. 
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        Florida Chapter Institute   Orlando, Florida   April 28-30, 2011 
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BURTON YOUNG, A LEGAL LEGEND 

by Mitchell K. Karpf 

 When Diane Holmes asked me to write a “brief, fascinating article” 

on my law partner and friend, Burton Young, I had a real dilemma.   The 

fascinating part would be easy.  Brief, however is difficult.  After all, he 

has been practicing law for 61 years!  Nonetheless, while not able to fully 

and completely present all of Burton Young’s tremendous accomplish-

ments, I will provide some insight. 

 Burton strives to be a “good human being”.  This, above all else, is 

important to him.  As Burton has told me many times, you must look in the 

mirror and like what you see.  He does so much for the legal profession and 

for lawyers.  Perhaps, one of the most remarkable things to me was the 

amount of time he spent assisting lawyers in their careers or with bar mat-

ters.  He would do such unbelievable things for them and, never ever tell anyone that he was doing it.  He did it 

because it was the “right thing to do”. 

 Burton Young was the first Jewish-American President of the Florida Bar.  He is nationally renowned as a 

leader of judicial reform and an expert in family law.  He has mentored countless numbers of lawyers, many of 

whom attribute their success, in part, to Burton. 

 In practicing family law, Burton is perhaps the most empathetic lawyer I have ever met.  To coin another 

“Burtonism” he tells clients that he would “never go to a doctor who didn’t care about him, nor would he go to a 

lawyer who didn’t care”.  Those were not just words.  Burton put his heart and soul in every case that he became 

involved in, and the clients appreciated that. 

 For those of you, in our chapter who have never had the privilege of meeting Burton Young, please make a 

point of doing so.  He is approachable and enjoys meeting new people.  

 Burton Young is a practical joker.  No matter what the situation, Burton keeps an upbeat, positive attitude 

and injects humor.  When I first started working with Burton back in 1989, he took me to lunch.  Here I was, a 

young lawyer having lunch with the senior partner of a very prominent law firm.  Burton began telling me that he 

had two wives and eight kids.  With a straight face, he told me a story that lasted 20 minutes about how everything 

was fine until the two wives met each other and got into a “wrestling match”.  Before he knew it, one of the wives 

was pulling the leg of the other one just like he was doing to me.  Burton tells people that he was born in Sri Lanka 

(he was born in Philadelphia).  He would tell people that he is a “marriage undertaker”.  When we would go out to 

lunch, he would ask the waiter or waitress if they recognized me from “television”.  When people would ask Bur-

ton how he was doing, he would tell them “fine since I got out”.  How many of you received a telephone message 

from Charlie McCarthy?  Of course, that would be Burton Young calling.                                                           (Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

 Over the years I have been most fortunate to hear Burton tell such wondrous and delightful stories about the 

history of our judicial system and of our state.  Burton maintains scrapbooks and he could open his own museum. 

 Here is some little known insight into Burton Young.  Burton was the youngest child and had three older 

brothers and a sister.  He grew up extremely poor during the depression.  As a child, Burton attended thirteen 

schools before he was the only one of his siblings to graduate from high school.  In 1940 he moved with his family 

to Miami Beach and his family shared a single room behind a grocery shop that his father opened.  As a child, Bur-

ton stuttered.  He was introverted.  During his attendance at Miami Beach High School, one of his teachers took an 

interest in him and wanted to help him “come out of his shell”.  With encouragement Burton joined the Toastmas-

ters Club.  He ran and was elected for Vice-President of his senior class and ultimately became President.  Burton 

Young took three buses to travel from Miami Beach to the University of Miami.  He started UM Law School after 

his sophomore year.  In law school he met Richard Gerstein.  The two became great friends and partners.  Richard 

Gerstein ultimately became the prominent Miami-Dade State Attorney for more than 20 years. 

 Burton Young was not always a family law attorney.  In approximately 1974, Burton was approached by 

prominent family law attorney James O’Flarity and encouraged to practice family law.  He convinced Burton that 

his leadership was needed to advocate for reforms in family law and certainly, Burton was up for the challenge. 

 Around that time Burton was admitted to the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and about one 

year later, he was elected President of our chapter.  At that time, there were only nine members!  Everything that 

Burton does, he does well.  His leadership in the Florida Chapter was no different.  Burton began recruiting top 

judges and lawyers and before long we had a vibrant chapter filled with “luminaries from the legal profession”. 

 Many people do not realize that Burton Young is the father of equitable distribution in Florida.  When he 

began practicing family law in the mid-1970's, Florida was a “no fault divorce” state.  However, in the event of a 

divorce, the wife was not entitled to share in her husband’s assets acquired during the marriage.  Though, a stay-at-

home mother and wife devoted herself to caring  for the family she was not entitled to the assets acquired by her 

working husband.  Then, in the early 1980's, judges started awarding assets to the wives, but there was no standard 

as to how much.  Some judges would award 70% to the wife, some 5%. 

 To “right this wrong”, Burton Young contacted the then Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Courts, Alan 

Sundberg, urging him to form a commission to study this matter.  Justice Sundberg did just that and appointed 15 

lawyer members (including Burton) and 15 judges.  Burton’s commission worked hard to produce a new equitable 

distribution law which was approved by the legislature, after three drafts.  As Burton stated “we brought some bal-

ance to the [asset-distribution] determination starting off with 50-50 as equitable, but there could be a disparate dis-

tribution if the facts or circumstances dictate it.” 

 I have been most fortunate to have Burton as my mentor and my friend.  We have worked together for so 

long that people are beginning to say that we “look alike”.  He is the most, ethical, humble, caring, compassionate 

person I have ever known.  Burton Young is truly a legal legend! 
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EMERITUS FELLOW STATUS 

According to the bylaws of  the National Academy:  “An Emeritus Fellow is one who is not 

currently practicing law full time because of  retirement from private practice of  law.” The 

dues for such status are greatly reduced. 

The Florida Chapter has a desire to maintain contact with Florida Emeritus Fellows and if  

this status is elected those Fellows shall continue to be on the mailing lists and receive the 

Lighthouse and other Florida notices.  They are invited to attend any Chapter functions on a 

pay as you go basis. 

2011 — 2012 Committees 

AMICUS COMMITTEE: Hall Castillo (Chair);  

Cynthia Green; Don Criscuolo; Bill Stolberg; Lewis 

Kapner. 

 

CHARITABLE GIVING: Elaine Duggar (Chair); 

Stann Givens. 

 

CERTIFICATION REVIEW:  Caroline Black 

(Chair). 

 

2012 INSTITUTE: Charles Fox Miller (Chair); Jorge 

Cestero; Natalie Lemos; Peter Gladstone; Jonathan 

Root; John Schutz. 

 

JURIST OF THE YEAR: Gordon Brydger (Chair); 

Jesse Bennett; Jerome Novey; Miriam Nelson. 

 

LEGISLATION: John Shutz (Chair); Thomas Sasser; 

Jack Long; Peter Gladstone; Gordon Brydger. 

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING/BYLAWS: Jack Long 

(Chair); Larry Coleman; Elliot Zisser; Dori Foster  

Morales; Ky Koch; Jesse Bennett.  

 

NEW MEMBER WELCOMING: Miriam Mason 

(Chair); Elaine Duggar; Roberta Stanley.   

NEWSLETTER: N. Diane Holmes (Chair); Barry 

Franklin; Don Criscuolo. 

 

WEBINARS: Richard West (Chair); Alan Rubinstein; 

Matthew Nugent; Dori Foster Morales, Robert  

Sidweber. 

 

WEBSITE: Jonathan Root (Chair). 

 

NOMINATING:  Carline Black (Chair); Jorge  

Cestero; Hal Castillo; Jesse Bennett; Elliot Zisser;  

Larry Coleman. 

 

BOARD OF REVIEW:  Caroline Black (Chair); 

Mark Sessum; David Manz; Natalie Lemos; Kristin 

Adamson; Melinda Gamot; Jorge Cestero. 


